
On October 23, 2025, King Charles III and Pope Leo XIV made history by praying 
together in the Sistine Chapel — the first such moment between the Anglican 

and Catholic Churches in 500 years. 

A Historic Embrace of Unity in the Sistine Chapel 
In a moment that echoed through centuries of division, King Charles III and Pope Leo XIV stood side by 
side beneath Michelangelo’s Last Judgment in the Sistine Chapel on October 23, 2025, joining voices in 
prayer.  This marked the first time since the Reformation that the leaders of the Church of England and 
the Catholic Church publicly worshipped together — a gesture of reconciliation that many thought 
impossible just a generation ago. 
 
The midday ecumenical service was rich in symbolism and sound.  Choirs from St. George’s Chapel at 
Windsor Castle, St. James’ Palace, and the Sistine Chapel Choir sang in harmony, literally and spiritually, 
from the same hymn sheet.  The liturgy, offered in both Latin and English, featured psalms and a Gospel 
reading, led by Pope Leo and Archbishop Stephen Cottrell of York. 
 

A Journey of Faith and Reflection 
Later that day, the King and Queen Camilla visited St. Paul Outside the Walls, descending to the tomb of 
the Apostle Paul for a quiet moment of prayer.  This sacred pause, away from the grandeur of the basilica 
above, offered a chance to reflect on the roots of Christianity and the shared spiritual heritage of both 
churches. 
 
The visit also highlighted shared concerns for environmental stewardship, aligning with the tenth 
anniversary of Pope Francis’s encyclical Laudato si’.  King Charles, long known for his environmental 
advocacy, found common ground with the Argentine pontiff in caring for Creation. 
 

Gifts, Music, and a Message of Hope 
Among the exchanges were gifts that reflected deep spiritual and cultural ties — including an Orthodox 
icon presented by the King, and knighthoods shared between the monarch and the Pope.  The music of 
Thomas Tallis, an English Catholic composer who lived through the Reformation, filled the chapel, bridging 
centuries of conflict with harmony. 
 
This historic visit was not just a diplomatic milestone but a spiritual one — a reminder that reconciliation, 
though centuries in the making, is always possible.  As members of Holy Redeemer Church, we are invited 
to reflect on this moment as a call to unity, dialogue, and shared purpose in Christ. 


